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A DISCOURSE. 


Text — 1 Cor.  1:10.  Now  I beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divisions 
among  you  ; but  that  ye  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind  and  in 
the  same  judgment. 

Dear  Friends  : 

I want  to  say  a few  words  to  you  to-night  upon  a 
subject  that  deeply  concerns  you  all.  And  that  I 
may  speak  clearly  and  deliberately  I have  put  my 
thoughts  upon  paper. 

I wish  to  have  it  distinctly  understood  that  I speak 
upon  my  own  individual  responsibility.  No  one  has 
asked  me  to  speak  as  I intend.  No  one  has  given  me 
permission  so  to  speak.  I have  consulted  no  one  as  to 
this  matter,  and  no  one  has  counseled  or  prompted 
me  in  respect  to  it.  I assume  the  whole  responsibil- 
ity ; a responsibility  that  rests  upon  me  as  a minister 
of  Christ,  and  of  his  Gospel.  In  God’s  providence,  I 
occupy  a position  among  you,  and  have  an  opportu- 
nity given  me  for  addressing  you  who  are  here  assem- 
bled, upon  a question  of  great  importance  to  all, 
Christian  Unity,  or  the  union  of  these  churches. 

I dare  not  allow  this  occasion  to  pass  without  giv- 
ing you  the  message  God  has  laid  on  my  heart.  Let 
me  assure  you  that  I have  no  sinister  end  in  view, 
no  personal  ambition  or  interest  to  plead,  no  selfish 
project  to  gain.  I repudiate  and  abhor  from  my  soul 
all  such  motives.  As  a minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
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Christ,  put  in  charge  of  his  gospel,  I certainly  ought, 
and  I know  it  is  my  purpose,  to  rise  high  above  all 
these  low  and  sordid  aims. 

I wish  to  also  say  that  I speak  for  no  party  and  to 
no  party,  but  for  all  and  to  all.  I stand  outside  of 
all  parties  and  aloof  from  all  dispute  and  contention. 
And  I am  determined  to  stand  there.  I shall  not 
speak  for  the  advantage  of  one  and  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  another,  but  for  the  good  of  all.  My  aim  is 
not  to  get  any  one  into  difficulty,  but  to  point  the 
way  out  of  difficulty.  I shall  not  propose  any  action 
or  measure  for  the  confusion  and  embarrassment  of 
either  side,  but  only  what  will  be  equally  fair  and 
suitable  to  all.  I do  not  stand  here  as  an  evil-minded 
partisan,  to  make  trouble,  but  I come  as  a peace-maker, 
seeking  peace. 

I come  in  the  name  of  my  Master,  with  my  feet 
shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace.  I 
do  not  command  you,  but,  in  the  language  of  the  text, 
I beseech  you,  brethren,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and 
that  there  be  no-  divisions  among  you  ; but  that  ye 
be  ]3erfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind  and  in 
the  same  judgment. 

I shall  speak  to  three  points.  First,  present 
for  the  union  of  these  churches.  Second,  consider 
some  of  the  difficuliies  that  seem  to  be  in  the  way. 
Third,  refer  to  the  manner  in  which  these  obstacles 
may  be  overcome.  And  I crave  your  patient  and 
candid  attention  until  I have  concluded. 

Now  as  to  the  reasons  or  desirableness  of  this  union. 
First,  because  two  churches  of  the  same  denomina- 
tion are  not  needed  in  this  small  town — not  needed 
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for  those  who  have  substantially  the  same  creed,  and 
hold  in  the  main  the  same  doctrinal  views ; and  if 
they  are  not  needed  God  does  not  favor  it,  but  says. 
Let  there  be  no  divisions  among  you.  And  without 
God’s  favor  how  can  these  churches  hope  to  prosper? 

2.  As  long  as  two  churches  are  sustained,  there 
will  be  more  or  less  unfriendly  feeling,  prejudice, 
criticism,  envy,  rivalry — a real  division.  Though 
you  may  say,  peace,  peace,  there  will  be  no  true  and 
lasting  peace. 

3.  Both  congregations  make  only  a fair  sized  audi- 
ence, and  one  prayer  meeting  would  not  be  over- 
crowded, and  numbers  is  an  important  element  in 
promoting  interest  in  religious  services. 

. 4.  While  there  would  be  no  danger  that  one  min- 
ister would  be  overpaid,  there  is  some  danger  that 
two  ministers  would  be  underpaid,  and  an  unneces- 
sary burden  be  borne — an  useless  amount  of  anxiety 
endured. 

5.  It  is  desirable  for  the  good  name  of  the  town. 
A dishonor  is  resting  upon  Brimfield  ; property  has 
depreciated.  Those  who  would  be  desirable  citizens 
by  taking  up  their  residence  here,  avoid  the  town, 
because  of  the  division.  This  stain  and  dishonor 
should  be  removed 

6.  There  is  no  ground  to  expect  any  general  revi- 
val of  religion  while  this  division  continues.  Christ 
is  not  divided.  The  Holy  Spirit  does  not  promote 
partisan  ends.  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy, 
peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith, 
meekness,  temperance ; but  when  these  things  are  in 
you,  and  abound,  there  will  be  no  division ; you  will 
then  be  perfectly  joined  together,  in  the  same  mind 
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and  in  the  same  judgment.  The  first  general  work 
of  the  Spirit,  and  the  first  result,  will  be  the  bringing 
of  these  churches  together,  and  until  this  is  done,  but 
little  can  be  accomplished  in  the  line  of  a general 
revival. 

7.  Union  is  needful  to  right  a wrong,  to  repair  an 
evil.  I do  not  claim  that  it  would  wholly  remove 
the  wrong,  but  it  would  at  least  tend  in  this  direction. 
Christ  has  been  wounded  in  the  house  of  his  friends. 
Religion  has  suffered ; piety  in  many  hearts  has  re- 
ceived a great  shock  ; children  bear  the  marks  of  this 
conflict  on  their  souls.  The  only  antidote  to  this 
evil  and  this  woe  is  mutual  concession  and  mutual 
forgiveness  and  a joint  work  in  rebuilding  the  shat- 
tered walls  of  this  Zion 

8.  And  more  especially,  the  one  grand  reason  for 
consummating  the  union  of  these  churches  is  because 
Christ  requires  it. 

Friends,  brethren  and  sisters  in  Christ,  you  profess 
to  take  Christ  as  your  teacher ; to  make  his  word 
your  guide,  your  rule  of  life  and  practice.  As  you 
who  are  members  of  these  churches  certainly  have 
this  desire  and  purpose,  the  great  question  evermore 
pressing  upon  the  heart  is.  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have 
me  do  ? Am  I not  correct  in  this,  my  Christian 
friends  ? Now  what  is  the  will  of  Christ  as  to  this 
thing  ? Can  there  be  any  doubt  ? Listen  while  he 
speaks  to  you.  A new  commandment  I give  unto 
you,  that  ye  love  one  another  as  I have  loved  you. 
Therefore,  if  thou  bring*  thy  gift  before  the  altar  (if 
you  come  before  God  in  prayer),  and  there  remember- 
est  that  thy  brother  hath  aught  against  thee  j leave 
there  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way ; 
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first  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother  and  then  come  and 
offer  thy  gift. 

And  by  his  apostles,  the  Savior  speaks.  Forbear- 
ing one  another,  and  forgiving  one  another,  if  any 
man  hath  a quarrel  against  any,  even  as  Christ  for- 
gaye  you,  so  also  do  ye.  And  above  all  things  put 
on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness.  With 
all  lowliness  and  meekness  and  long-suffering,  for- 
bearing one  another  in  love,  endeavoring  to  keep  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

Friends,  these  passages  are  but  samples  of  the  re- 
vealed will  of  Christ,  as  to  Christian  love  and  unity. 

0,  should  you  not  make  all  possible  haste  to  exer- 
cise and  express  these  fraternal  feelings,  so  that  there 
be  no  divisions  among  you,  but  that  you  be  perfectly 
joined  together  in  the  same  mind  ? Because  you  are 
the  disciples  of  Christ  and  delight  to  do  his  will,  I 
can  make  this  appeal  to  you  in  hope. 

But  we  are  to  notice  some  of  the  difficulties  and 
objections. 

1.  In  coming  together,  one  church,  or  the  other 
must  make  all  the  concession  and  sacrifice.  If  this 
church, worshiping  in  the  Town  Hall,  should  join  the 
old  church,  they  would  have  to  leave  their  place  of 
worship,  and  give  up  many  things  in  their  manner  of 
work  and  religious  services  pleasing  to  them,  and 
what  is  still  more  humiliating,  seem  to  take  the  place 
of  the  humble  penitent.  And  so  it  would  seem  to 
the  old  church  should  they  give  up  their  house  of 
worship  and  cross  over  to  the  hall,  then  they  would 
be  the  returning  prodigals.  But  let  us  see.  When 
Christian  unity  exists,  and  love  and  charity,  all  the 
supposed  difficulties  as  to  place  of  worship  and  meth- 
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ods  of  service  will  vanish  at  once.  All  will  be  agreed 
in  the  main  as  to  what  is  wise  and  proper.  No  one 
gets  the  advantage,  or  desires  it;  no  one  is  humbled. 
• The  highest  good  of  all  is  sought  and  secured. 

2.  Another  difficulty.  There  are  two  ministers 
here,  and  one  church  means  one  minister.  Now  as 
for  myself.  Think  you  that  after  advocating  and 
urging  this  union  I would  stand  in  the  way  of  it  ? 
You  may  be  very  sure  I would  not. 

And  as  for  my  brother  here,  I know  his  mind  in 
this  matter.  I am  sure  he  favors  the  union  of  these 
churches  in  true  Christian  unity.  Nothing  would 
give  him  greater  joy  than  to  see  it  accomplished,  and 
he  stands  ready  to  do  all  that  he  can  to  promote  it. 
Now  will  he  stand  in  the  way  ? Not  if  he  is  left  to 
his  own  choice  in  this  thing.  And  permit  me  to  say 
this,  the  union  of  these  churches  is,  in  my  judgment, 
the  one  way,  and  in  fact  the  only  way,  for  him  out  of 
the  perplexing  embarrassments  in  which  he  finds  him- 
self. 1 have  good  reasons  for  saying  this.  Friends, 
let  me  tell  you  plainly  and  with  the  utmost  candor, 
you  can  hardly  do  your  pastor  greater  injury  than  to 
seek  and  advocate  his  continuance  here  under  the 
present  circumstances.  And  there  is  no  way  in  which 
you  can  do  him  so  great  kindness  as  in  the  manner  I 
have  indicated. 

3.  A third  objection.  There  is  in  this  community 
a great  diversity  as  to  opinions  and  tastes — a marked 
difcrence  in  the  grain  and  constitution  of  this  people. 
Granted.  But  is  this  any  real  obstacle  to  Christian 
fellowship  ? Ido  not  think  people  in  Brimfield  differ 
more  in  respect  to  disposition,  education  or  crooked- 
ness, than  in  neighboring  towns  and  churches.  Stupid 
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and  doleful,  indeed,  a town,  a city  or  a cliiircli,  should 
all  the  people  think  and  feel  and  look  alike.  Were 
it  so,  there  would  be  neither  occasion  nor  opportu- 
nity for  the  exercise  of  Christian  charity,  which  the 
apostle  calls  the  bond  of  perfectness.  In  many  towns, 
Methodists,  Baptists,  Congregationalists,  form  a union 
church,  and  work  and  worship  in  concord  and  unity. 
If  there  is  substantial  agreement  as  to  things  essen- 
tial, it  is  enough,  provided  all  are  actuated  by  the 
same  spirit.  The  great  bond  that  unites  Christians 
in  fellowship  the  world  over  is  love  to  Christ,  and  for 
each  other. 

4.  Again,  it  is  thought  by  some  that  the  wound 
that  has  been  made  is  too  deep  and  sore  to  be  healed. 
It  is  admitted  that  Christian  love  and  unity  is  a good 
thing,  a right  thing,  and  a most  desirable  thing,  but 
it  is  judged  to  be  quite  impossible  in  Brimfield. 
Things  are  in  a very  bad  way  here ; there  is  or  has 
been  a great  deal  of  ill  feeling  here  ; a great  many 
unjust  things  done  and  a great  many  unkind  things 
said ; a great  many  deep  wounds  have  been  made, — 
blood  has  boiled  here  at  a fearful  rate.  0,  sir,  you 
do  not  know  how  deep  the  wounds  are,  how  many 
darts  have  pierced  us  through,  and  how  great  the 
offense  has  been  ; if  you  did  you  would  not  talk  of 
peace  and  the  union  of  these  churches  ; you  would 
have  no  hope  of  this  in  the  present  generation  at 
least. 

But  I hasten  to  consider,  in  the  third  place,  the 
true  remedy  for  these  troubles  or  the  manner  in 
which  these  difficulties  may  be  overcome. 

I.  I mention  first  the  almighty  power  of  divine 
grace.  What  has  not  this  grace  divine  done  for  this 
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fallen,  rebellions  world  of  ours  ! what  mountain  bar- 
riers overcome  ! What,  I pray  you,  are  the  real  diffi- 
culties to  peace  and  union  ? Where  lodged  ? They 
belong  to  the  hearty  and  there  their  lodgment. 

From  whence,”  asks  the  apostle  James,  come 
wars  and  fightings  among  you  ? come  they  not  hence 
even  of  your  pleasures  that  war  in  your  members  ? ” 
All  these  difficulties,  as  you  know,  are  due  to  unsancti- 
fied human  nature.  All  that  is  needed  is  a little 
more  sanctification,  and  all  need  it.  The  love  of 
God,  the  constraining  love  of  Christ  shed  abroad  in 
the  heart,  is  the  grand  remedy.  0,  that  wonderful 
love ; what  high  partition  walls  it  has  broken  down 
between  man  and  God,  and  man  and  man ! What 
wild  and  fierce  passions  it  has  conquered!  How  have 
lions  been  subdued  to  the  temper  and  docility  of 
lambs  1 How  many  stout  hearts  jt  has  humbled  ! 
How  many  bitter  strifes  it  has  healed  I How  many 
church  divisions  as  deep,  and  broad  and  unnatural  as 
that  which  you  lament,  this  wonderful  grace  of  God 
has  healed,  and  brought  all  into  the  unity  of  the  spirit 
and  the  bond  of  peace.  If  God,  or  the  gospel  of  his 
grace,  cannot  help  you  out  of  this  trouble,  and  enable 
you  to  love  as  brethren,  it  fails  in  an  important  par- 
ticular. What  1 must  this  burden  be  borne ; this  strife 
be  continued,  these  hard  feelings  be  cherished  hence- 
forth ? Is  there  no  antidote  for  this  poison  ? no  tree 
which  when  cast  into  these  bitter  waters  has  power 
to  sweeten  them  ? no  balm  in  Gilead,  no  physician 
there  ; no  power  in  heaven  or  on  earth  to  deliver 
these  churches  from  the  body  of  this  death  ? Yes, 
friends,  the  grace  of  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  is  sufficient  for  this.  What  that  grace  has 
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done,  it  can  now  do.  Many  are  saying,  it  will  take  a 
great  while  to  heal  these  deep  wounds,  to  demolish 
this  high  wall.  Time  may  do  it,  for  Time  is  a great 
reconciler.  But,  friends.  Divine  Grace  is  far  more 
powerful,  and  far  swifter  of  foot.  In  power,  it  is 
omnipotent,  and  in  its  flight  swifter  than  that  of  the 
eagle.  0,  do  not  depend  upon  Time.  Do  not  wait 
her  laggard  steps,  her  tedious  processes.  If  you 
Avait  for  Time  to  do  this  work,  many  of  you  may  be 
laid  away  in  the  grave,  or  called  to  appear  before 
God,  unreconciled  to  thy  brother  man. 

O,  you  all  want  and  need  this  unity  of  the  spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace  now,  before  you  go  hence. 

2.  There  is  somethinj^  for  each  one  to  do  to  bring: 
about  this  union ; and  by  the  grace  of  God  it  can  be 
done.  For  one  thing,  you  have  need  to  take  the 
offended,  or  the  offending  brother  by  the  hand,  and 
say,  I forgive  you  as  Christ  has  forgiven  me;  will 
you  forgive  me  as  I now  forgive  you  ? Believe  me, 
by  God’s  grace,  you  can  do  this.  By  this  heavenly 
grace,  so  freely  and  abundantly  given,  you  may  cross 
the  chasm  and  extend  the  hand  of  Christian  love  each 
to  each. 

Another  thing  to  be  done,  is  to  forget  the  things 
that  are  behind,  and  stretch  forward  to  the  things 
that  are  before.  And,  God  helping,  you  can  bury  out 
of  sight  the  miserable  past, — the  past  so  disgraceful, 
pestilential,  loathsome.  You  need  not  longer  cherish 
this  viper  so  disgusting  and  deadly.  0,  permit  it  not 
to  remain  a guest  in  your  homes,  or  longer  to  stalk 
the  streets,  a thing  unsightly  and  hell-born.  This 
offense,  so  rank,  that  smells  to  heaven  and  pollutes  all 
the  air,  bury  it.  With  the  grace  of  God  in  the  heart, 
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Imry  it  in  a grave  so  deep  that  there  shall  he  no 
possibility  of  its  resurrection.  Permit  not  the  lips  to 
speak  of  it  henceforth  and  forever.  Consider  the 
dead  past  as  dead  and  out  of  mind  Leave  it  with 
God  and  his  sufficient  grace,  and  as  far  as  the  east  is 
from  the  west,  so  far  will  he  remove  these  transgres- 
sions from  you.  By  God’s  mercy,  these  sins  can  be 
blotted  out,  and  these  deep  wounds  healed. 

If  you  will  only  exercise  the  love,  seeking  divine 
aid,}mu  may  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same 
mind  and  in  the  same  judgment,  so  that  there  shall  be 
one  body,  one  spirit,  even  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope 
of  your  calling,  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one 
God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all  and  through 
all  and  in  you  all.  The  fact  that  we  have  been  hold- 
ing union  meetings  has  been  circulated  in  all  the 
towns  around  us,  and  many  are  rejoicing  with  us 
because  of  it.  This  is  right  and  good,  they  say. 
Yes,  these  churches,  and  many  friends,  are  watching 
your  course  with  deep  interest  and  anxiety.  The 
angels  of  God  are  watching  with  deep  solicitude. 
Christ  your  Savior  is  watching  and  waiting,  and 
encouraging  you  by  his  tender  words  of  entreaty — 
Neither  pray  I for  these  alone,  but  for  them  also 
who  shall  believe  on  me  through  their  word ; that 
they  all  maybe  one;  as  thou.  Father,  art  in  me  and  I 
in  thee,  that  they  may  be  one  in  us,  that  the  world 
may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me.” 


